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Lincoln  national  Life  Insurance  Company 

Fort  Wayne 

Indiana 

Gentlemen: 


I  an  wondering  if  you  can  help  me  to  any  extent  on 

the  following :- 

There  has  been  circulated  quite  extensively  a  purport* 
ed  statement  by  Abraham  Lincoln  which  we  believe  is  incorrect,  and 
which  may  have  been  an  accommodated  phrase  as  taken  from  what  he  act- 
ually did  say  in  his  Second  Annual  Message  to  Congress  December  1st, 
1862,  which  is  as  follows: 


"Vie  say  we  are  for  the  Union.     The  world  will  not 
forget  that  we  say  this.    T7e  know  how  to  save  the 
Union.     The  world  knows  we  do  know  how  to  save  it. 
We,  even  we,  here— hold  the  power  and  bear  the  re- 
sponsibility.    In  giving  freedom  to  the  slave,  we 
assure  freedom  to  the  free— honorable  alike  in  what 
we  give  and  what  we  preserve.    Tie  shall  nobly  save, 
or  meanly  lose  the  last,  best  hope  of  earth." 

Tiie  phrase  I  refer  to  and  which  has  been  in  circulation 
for  many  years,  and  which  the  New  York  Sabbath  Committee  published  as 
late  as  in  October,  1933,  on  the  front  of  their  publication  called 
"The  Bulletin"  is: 


"As  we  keep  or  break  the  Sabbath  Day  we  nobly  save 

or  meanly  lose  the  last  best  hope  by  which  man  rises." 

On  April  25th,  1919,  I  discovered  in  reading  a  book  entitled 
"Table  Talk  of  Abraham  Lincoln",  edited  by  William  C.  Stoddard,  one  of 
Lincoln's  private  secretaries,  1861-4,  on  page  21,  the  statement  given 
above  from  Lincoln's  Second  Annual  Message  to  Congress.     Shortly  after 
that  time  I  published  in  our  Lord's  Day  Leader,  our  official  publication, 
statement  of  this  fact,  and  I  also  wrote  the  Secretary  of  the  Hew  York 
Sabbath  Committee  calling  his  attention  to  my  discovery,  and  expressing 
an  opinion  that  Mr.  Lincoln  could  hardly  have  made  two  statements  so  sim- 
ilar, one  respecting  the  question  of  freeing  the  slaves  and  the  other  of 
the  Sabbath  Day.    Despite  this  the  quotation  persists.     I  have  learned 
that  the  New  York  Sabbath  Committee  has  no  proof  of  the  statement  beyond 
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what  was  reported  to  then  by  a  Committee  of  the  New  York  Sabbath  Com- 
mittee who  called  upon  President  Lincoln  during  the  Civil  V/ar  and  who 
some  time  later  stated  what  he  recalled  Ur«  Lincoln  had  said. 

If  you  can  throw  any  light  on  this  important  matter 
from  your  large  store  of  sayings  by  Lincoln  I  will  appreciate  it  as 
also  your  opinion  to  to  the  possibility  of  Mr*  Lincoln  having  made 
the  same  statement  on  two  such  different  subjects.     Some  time  ago 
some  women  in  Chicago,  I  believe,  wished  to  have  the  quotation  pur- 
ported to  have  been  made  by  Lincoln  on  a  statue  to  be  erected,  but 
those  responsible  for  the  erection  of  the  monument  declined  to  do  so 
on  the  ground  that  ample  proof  had  not  been  given  that  Lincoln  had 
made  the  statement. 

We  believe  that  the  greatest  care  should  be  exercised 
in  quoting  our  great  men,  especially  presidents  of  the  United  States, 
end  for  that  reason  upon  my  discovery  of  the  statement  made  in  Lin- 
coln's Second  Annual  Address,    vre  have  discontinued  its  use  in  any 
of  our  official  publications  or  in  any  other  of  our  printed  matter. 

Appreciating  the  courtesy  of  a  reply  at  your  early 

convenience, 


Sincerely  yours, 
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March  9,  1934 


rry  L.    owl by,  .renewl  Secretary 
Lord's  Day  Alliance  of  the  U  5. 
156  Fifth  Ave. 
'tfew  Tork  01  ty,  f«  T. 

My  dear  Mr.  Bowl by i 

.e  are  pleated  to  hare  your  correspondence  with 
reference  to  the  statement  "As  we  keep  or  break  the  Sabbath 
Day  we  nobl,  tare  or  meanly  lose  the  last  beet  hope  by  which 
man  rises." 

?<©  beleve  yo    are  correct  in  stating  that  this 

traditional  quotation  has  no  authentic  background,  as  we  have 
been  unable  to  find  any  reference  to  such  statement  in  Lincoln* s 
rritin.gt  and  it  apparently  grew  out,  as  you  suggest,  of  Lincoln* t 
Second  Annual  Veesage  to  Congress. 

rce  will  f'le  your  letter  among  many  others  which  have 
sj    ested  traditional  writings  of  Lincoln  and  if  we  come  in 
contact  with  any  furt  er  use  of  this  quotation  we  will  so  advise 

you. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Director 

LAiftEB  Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation 

P.  8*  -     We  will  be  very  harpy  to  olace  the  name  of  Dr.  William  R, 

is?4  on    ur  mailing  list  to  receive  Lincoln  Lore. 

L.  A.  W, 
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